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bility no other agency was more valuable in opening up, settling, and 
developing central western Wisconsin than the Knapp-Stout & Co. 
Lumber Company. 

COSTUMES THREE GENERATIONS AGO 

I am in search of details in the matter of dress of the American 
people, both male and female, during the period between 1825 and 1840. 

Also I wish exact information as to the manner in which Feench- 
Canadians and fur traders, trappers, and voyageurs of the Northwest 
Territory dressed during the eighteen thirties. 

W. S. Hoffman 

Campion College 

The Americans of the period which you mention dressed in the 
fashion of the times, as imported from Europe. Traveler after trav- 
eler speaks of the fashionable mode, especially of the women's dress. 
Any book of fashions for that period will give you the general style. 
If you desire, we can lend you such a book. 

As for the French-Canadians, voyageurs, etc., their dress was 
quite different. Almost without exception the men wore hunting 
shirts, either of linen in summer or of deer skin or blanket material 
in winter. Some few wore pantaloons, but the majority dressed like 
the Indians in long leggings and a breechclout. Moccasins were 
nearly universal. For exterior garments they wore a capot, that is 
a big cape with a kind of peaked hood to be drawn over the head. 
This was made of a blanket, or sometimes of skins. Ordinarily a 
large kerchief was twisted around the head. Some trappers pre- 
ferred a skin cap with the animal tails dangling. The sash or girdle 
was one of the most important articles of dress. It was a long, 
straight piece of cloth or silk twisted around the waist two or three 
times. Into it was thrust the hunting knife and in its folds were car- 
ried small articles like the pipe, tobacco, etc. The hunting shirts 
and moccasins were frequently adorned with bead work. Fringes of 
dressed skin adorned the leggings and the bottom and front seam of 
the hunting shirt. 

HISTORY OF FORT MACKINAC 

Will you inform me as to the date when the old Blockhouse on 
Mackinac Island was built? I would be glad to receive any information 
that you can give me regarding its history or incidents connected with it. 

William H. Dimick 
Boston, Massachusetts 



